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Review of the Industrial Hemp Act 2015 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is under review? 

• The review focuses on the Industrial Hemp Act 2015 (‘the Act’). In scope are the Act itself, 

regulations made under the Act and the governance arrangements (formal procedures, 

processes, policies) put in place to give effect to the Act and its regulations. 

• The review also seeks clarity on how the Industrial Hemp Act 2015 interacts with other 

legislation. This means that consideration of other Acts is limited to the extent necessary to 

resolve any ambiguity or inconsistency between those laws and the Industrial Hemp Act 

2015. 

 

What is purpose of the review? 

• The review aims to ensure that regulation of industrial hemp in Tasmania is proportionate to 

industry needs and is consistent, transparent and targeted. 

 

What is not under review? 

• The review will not consider legislative changes aimed at the production of cannabis for 

medicinal uses. This is regulated solely by the Australian Government through the Office of 

Drug Control. 

• The review will not consider legislative changes aimed at the production of cannabis for 

recreational or person use. These remain illegal. 

 

What is in the Consultation Summary Report? 

• The report summarises the feedback, comments, suggestions and ideas outlined in the 

submissions received from stakeholders during the targeted call for submissions (received in 

February 2022.) 

• The report is a summary. It does not seek to support any particular idea or proposal, nor 

does it aim to show any preference for specific ideas or set future Tasmanian Government 

policy. 
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What are the next steps? 

• The project team will meet key external stakeholders in late January/early February 2023 to 

update them on progress and provide an opportunity to respond to issues raised in the 

review face-to-face 

• By the end of February 2023, the interagency steering committee will provide policy options 

for the Tasmanian Government to respond to the issues raised from the targeted 

consultation and other matters relevant to the review. 

• AgriGrowth Tasmania will be undertaking further engagement with stakeholders during the 

first half of 2023, which may include a consultation process for a proposed amendment Bill. 

• It is intended that any legislative amendments are presented to the Tasmanian Parliament 

before the end of 2023.  

 

What about non-regulatory factors impacting the Tasmanian industrial hemp sector? 

• The Tasmanian industrial hemp sector is subject to the usual variety of challenges 

impacting agriculture, such as seasonal factors, market conditions, economies-of-scale (or 

the lack of them), prevailing contractual arrangements. 

• General industry development matters are not part of a regulatory review. However, 

awareness of challenges facing the Tasmanian industrial hemp sector and Tasmanian 

agriculture will generally inform government action. 

 

 

     


